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Try drawing a map of your home location or favorite 
spot. It can be a favorite city, beach, or forest, 

maybe even your home—any space you would like 
to map. How might your embodied experience of 
the mapping process alter your understanding of 

mapmaking and map use, and of your own personal 
and meaningful spaces? (WMBW, pp. 257, 260)

YOUR MAP



• Narcissus: Self-centering; 
universalizing, narrowing, and 

ontologizing the map (see 
WMBW); ignoring alternatives 

• Hermes: map as guide, 
messenger, and “language”; map 

as making boundaries and 
transgressing them
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Pompeii, ca. 45 CE

Attica, ca. 480 BCE



Narcissus & City Maps I:
The Omphalos Syndrome

The omphalos syndrome, where a people 
believe themselves divinely appointed to 

the center of the universe, shows its 
symptoms in the history of cartography as 

often as in ancient city planning. The oldest 
extant world map, inscribed on sun-dried 

brick from sixth-century B.C. Mesopotamia, 
illustrates a circular cosmos with Babylon in 

the middle. Both the early Christians and the 
[Muslims] placed their own holy shrines in 
the center of similarly circular charts of the 

cosmos. (Samuel Edgerton 1987: 26)

Ebstorf Map, ca. 1240

Caravaggio, ca. 1599

Babylonian Map of the World, 
Sippar, 8th or 7th century BCE



Something happens to imperial capitals, 
something psychological and, over time, 

corrosive and incapacitating. It happens when 
the conviction takes hold that the capital is the 

source and focal point of reality – that nothing is 
more important than what happens there, and 

that no ideas or perceptions are more important 
than those of its elites. This conviction saturated 

imperial Rome, as it saturates official 
Washington. (Murphy 2007: 43)

Narcissus & City Maps II:
Pernicious Imperial Centering

https://www.tabula-peutingeriana.de/index.html 

https://www.tabula-peutingeriana.de/index.html


The religious man sought to live as near as 
possible to the Center of the World. He knew 
that his country lay at the midpoint of the 

earth; he knew too that his city constituted 
the navel of the universe, and, above all, 

that the temple or the palace were 
veritably Centers of the World. But he also 
wanted his own house to be at the Center 
and to be an imago mundi. […] houses are 
held to be at the Center of the World and, 

on the microcosmic scale, to reproduce the 
universe. (Mircea Eliade 1987: 43)

Narcissus & City Maps III:
Mental Maps & Oikos-Omphalos

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/751186412847585067

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/751186412847585067
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Hermes and His Children is addressed to the 
therapist who intuitively feels that his practice 

depends on the encounter of two psyches 
propitiated by Hermes, psychic hermetic 

encounters, through which healing can come. This is 
the realm of Hermes: messenger of the gods, 

master of persuasion, master thief, guide of souls, 
teacher of Asklepios, and the therapist’s inner 
companion in the solitude of his daily practice. 

(López-Pedraza 1977/2003: 9)

Hermes as Therapist’s Guide?



Hermes & City Maps I:
Guide & Messenger i

The journeyer is at home while underway, at 
home on the road itself… He who moves about 
familiarly in this world-of-the-road has Hermes 
for his God, for it is here that the most salient 

aspect of Hermes’s world is portrayed. Hermes 
is constantly underway: he is enodios (‘by the 
road’) and hodios (‘belonging to a journey’), 

and one encounters him on every path. … His 
role as leader and guide is often cited and 

celebrated, and, at least since the time of the 
Odyssey, he is also called angelos 

(‘messenger’), the messenger of the Gods.” 
(Karl Kerényi 1976/1944: 46)

https://www.kk.dk/borger/parkering-trafik-og-
veje/cyklist-i-koebenhavn/find-vej-paa-cykel 

https://www.kk.dk/borger/parkering-trafik-og-veje/cyklist-i-koebenhavn/find-vej-paa-cykel
https://www.kk.dk/borger/parkering-trafik-og-veje/cyklist-i-koebenhavn/find-vej-paa-cykel


Hermes & City Maps I:
Guide & Messenger ii

The journeyer is at home while underway, at 
home on the road itself… He who moves about 
familiarly in this world-of-the-road has Hermes 
for his God, for it is here that the most salient 

aspect of Hermes’s world is portrayed. Hermes 
is constantly underway: he is enodios (‘by the 
road’) and hodios (‘belonging to a journey’), 

and one encounters him on every path. … His 
role as leader and guide is often cited and 

celebrated, and, at least since the time of the 
Odyssey, he is also called angelos 

(‘messenger’), the messenger of the Gods.” 
(Karl Kerényi 1976/1944: 46) https://en.eurovelo.com/about-us 

https://en.eurovelo.com/about-us


The name Hermes is probably derived from the 
Greek word for “stone-heap,” ě, and signifies “he 

of the stone-heap.” … The stone-heaps were a 
primitive sort of boundary-stone, marking a point of 

communication between strangers, They were 
placed at the entrance of a house… at crossroads… 

where strangers met habitually; in a forest or on 
some hilltop… natural boundaries. … Hermes [was] 
the “god of roads,” the “god of doors,” the “guide” 

who presides over all comings-in and goings-out, the 
“ambassador” who protects men in their dealings 
with strangers. (Norman O. Brown 1947/2022: 28)

Professor Thomas Bugge, 1766

Hermes & City Map II:
Boundaries & Transgression i



Hermes & City Map II:
Boundaries & Transgression ii

The name Hermes is probably derived from the 
Greek word for “stone-heap,” ě, and signifies “he 

of the stone-heap.” … The stone-heaps were a 
primitive sort of boundary-stone, marking a point of 

communication between strangers, They were 
placed at the entrance of a house… at crossroads… 

where strangers met habitually; in a forest or on 
some hilltop… natural boundaries. … Hermes [was] 
the “god of roads,” the “god of doors,” the “guide” 

who presides over all comings-in and goings-out, the 
“ambassador” who protects men in their dealings 
with strangers. (Norman O. Brown 1947/2022: 28)

Codex Bouturini. “This native history of c.1530 tells of the 
migration of the Mexica from their original homeland, 
Aztlan, towards their eventual capital, Tenochtitlan.” 

(Barbary Mundy 1998: 16)
https://www.jstor.org/stable/1151388

https://www.jstor.org/stable/1151388
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Case Study 1: Narcissus & Rome

Millarium Aureum

Umbilicus Urbis Romae



Rodolfo Lanciani, Forma Urbis Romae,1901

https://sights.seindal.dk/other-images-sources/lanciani-forma-urbis-romae/ 

https://sights.seindal.dk/other-images-sources/lanciani-forma-urbis-romae/


Rodolfo Lanciani, Forma Urbis Romae,1901
https://sights.seindal.dk/other-images-sources/lanciani-forma-urbis-romae/ 

https://sights.seindal.dk/other-images-sources/lanciani-forma-urbis-romae/


From Le Piante di Roma, vol. 2, Pianta IX, Tav. 18



Case Study 1: Narcissus & Rome I
Alessandro 

Strozzi, Pianta di 
Roma in Res priscae 

variaque antiquitatis 
monumenta undique ex 
omni orbe coniecta (Map 

of Rome, in Ancient 
objects and various 

monuments of antiquity 
drawn from all over the 
world) (1474), Florence, 

Biblioteca Medicea 
Laurenziana, cod. Redi 

77, fols. 7v–8r.

“During the lengthy period of ancient Rome, the Capitoline Hill was 
the geographical and ceremonial center.” (Capitolene Hill, Wikipedia)



*** 1471 Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana 
Ptolemy’s Cosmogrophie

https://digi.vatlib.it/view/MSS_Urb.lat.277 84r (?) 

https://digi.vatlib.it/view/MSS_Urb.lat.277


*** 1471 Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana 
Ptolemy’s Cosmogrophie

https://digi.vatlib.it/view/MSS_Urb.lat.277 84r (?) 

https://digi.vatlib.it/view/MSS_Urb.lat.277
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Case Study 2: Hermes & Copenhagen



https://kbhbilled
er.dk/kbh-

arkiv/105585 

https://kbhbilleder.dk/kbh-arkiv/105585
https://kbhbilleder.dk/kbh-arkiv/105585
https://kbhbilleder.dk/kbh-arkiv/105585
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https://classic.samvirke.dk/magasin-artikel/fremtidens-kobenhavn
(1954) 

https://classic.samvirke.dk/magasin-artikel/fremtidens-kobenhavn


https://dreyersfond.d
k/okay-portfolio/5-

visioner-for-
fremtidens-

hovedstadsomraade/
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Case Study 3: Hermes & Mexico City+



https://www.res
tauracionecolog
ica.org/?pgid=lh

jfafah-
09bc406f-e76c-

4fdc-8780-
a7399820bc85







https://rewildyo
urself.com/explo
re/nature-guide-

mexico-city/ 

https://rewildyourself.com/explore/nature-guide-mexico-city/
https://rewildyourself.com/explore/nature-guide-mexico-city/
https://rewildyourself.com/explore/nature-guide-mexico-city/
https://rewildyourself.com/explore/nature-guide-mexico-city/








“ZP para preservar y restaurar 
el suelo de conservación”

https://www.ipdp.cdmx.gob.
mx/zonasprioritarias 

https://www.ipdp.cdmx.gob.mx/zonasprioritarias
https://www.ipdp.cdmx.gob.mx/zonasprioritarias
https://www.ipdp.cdmx.gob.mx/zonasprioritarias
https://www.ipdp.cdmx.gob.mx/zonasprioritarias


“Autumn Leaves”

Denis Wood, 
Everything Sings



“Trees by Size”

Denis Wood, 
Everything Sings



https://www.md
pi.com/2075-

4450/12/12/1127 

https://www.mdpi.com/2075-4450/12/12/1127
https://www.mdpi.com/2075-4450/12/12/1127
https://www.mdpi.com/2075-4450/12/12/1127
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Try drawing a map of your home location or favorite 
spot. It can be a favorite city, beach, or forest, 

maybe even your home—any space you would like 
to map. How might your embodied experience of 
the mapping process alter your understanding of 

mapmaking and map use, and of your own personal 
and meaningful spaces? (WMBW, pp. 257, 260)

YOUR MAP



Mange tak!

Danke schön!

Terima kasih!
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